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Luckily those that were left had the presence of mind to
throw themselves flat between the lines, and nobody was
hurt, apart from a little gravel rash.
The cause of the fire was soon apparent. Native boys
are up to all sorts of pranks, and it was known that a
favourite game was to steal the grease from the axle-boxes
of carriages in sidings. Consequently when the train
gathers speed, friction sets up, the sparks fly, and in this
instance the carriage had caught fire. Moreover, since the
carriage was in the middle of the train, it was impossible to
detach it. The* actual fire was soon under control, and
after a while we proceeded slowly to the next station,
where by the aid of slip-points we were able to detach the
coach from the train. The occupants were boarded out
among the rest of us. While this was going on, we were out
of the train and standing on the platform, which had been
invaded by the usual crowd of natives with something to
sell, mostly fancy sweetmeats and other food. The officers
were busy watching the shunting operations, and some of us
disobeyed all instructions by buying from the natives. One
man bought some custard apples, and after we had got
going again he asked me if I would like some. I told him
that I had been to the canteen at St. Thomas's Mount before
leaving and was well supplied. I remember I had some
excellent sandwiches and several bottles of lemonade, as
well as a bunch of red bananas. This was to prove
exceedingly lucky for me.
It was afternoon, and we were enjoying a siesta. Sud-
denly the smooth rhythm of the train was interrupted by
groans, and there were rude cries of: " Shut up." But the
groans persisted. I got off the bed and went over to the
sufferer. People sometimes say that they have never seen a
green man, but this man was green. He was quite unable
to speak and looked as if he might die at any minute. He
was the man who only a short time previously had offered
me his fruit.
Duffy reached for the Communication cord, and once
again the train stopped unexpectedly. The guard and our
officers arrived simultaneously. We indicated the